RN Triathlon Update from the Chairman – 24 Mar 10
With a new season for Royal Navy Triathlon fast approaching, the Committee have been busy on your behalf with a significant amount of activity going on behind the scenes.  Here is a quick update on some of the ongoing issues.
Training Weekends

Following a highly successful training weekend and AGM at Temeraire in January, with a good turn-out including several new members, it was disappointing to discover that only 3 athletes attended the February weekend in Yeovilton. In the absence of any other volunteers, Mhairi bravely stepped forward again to organise the March event, but with even less support than in February it has sadly been necessary to cancel this training weekend. Remember these weekends are not only there for seasoned athletes to crack in a good couple of days of training, it is also a good opportunity to introduce novices to the sport and the more experienced have a part to play in nurturing new talent and passing on their advice and encouragement.  If we want a successful Club now and in the future we need to continually invest in new members and attract new talent at all levels. 
Forthcoming Races

· Inter Service Duathlon – As you know there is no RN Duathlon Championship this year due to the lack of a race organiser. The first event for RN Triathlon in 2010 will be the Inter Service Duathlon at Hullavingdon on 21 Apr.  It would be good to put out a strong team for the first IS event of the season, so if you are available to race then pass your details to Simon Wise ASAP.  I hope that as many as possible of those who have been selected for the Training Camp will make themselves available to race at this event.

· RN Tri Champs – This year’s RN Tri Champs will be held at HMS Raleigh on 30 Jun.  Please promote this event as widely as possible and encourage as many RN Triathlon members to participate, and if possible, try and encourage new personnel from your Ship or Establishment to come along and give it a go. 
· Inter Service Olympic Distance race – Ellesmere 7 July.  This race takes place about 2 weeks earlier than usual in our annual calendar.  I am still looking for a volunteer to pull together the RNTA race admin for the day.  The Secretary is deployed and unable to do it, so I would be grateful for a willing volunteer to step forward.

RN Triathlon kit

Our long awaited and much debated training and racing kit is almost ready for the initial order to be placed.  The Club will be purchasing a large quantity of Tri Suits and cycling tops in addition to a large amount of private orders.  The kit is good quality and reasonably priced, courtesy of a large initial order and some subsidy from the Club, and will go a long way towards improving our club identity and promoting the RN.  Unfortunately this initial order will place a strain on the club finances so it has been necessary to ask for payment up front.  Johno has put an amazing amount of personal time and effort in to pull this together and it deserves our support.  Closing date for the initial order is 31 Mar.
Membership

The revised membership policy is working well.  However with the increased cost of the new kit it has been necessary to increase the cost of a 3-year membership to £40.  This will take effect from 1 Apr 10 and will include a new cycling top.  First time members will continue to receive a polo shirt on joining.

Training Camp
Mark Goodridge has done a tremendous amount of work to organise a Training Camp in Club La Santa.  Funding limitations have reduced this to 12 athletes for 1 week only. With the event oversubscribed, a selection process was sadly necessary with priority given to those who are likely to be selected for the IS in July.  All those who have been allocated a place have indicated that they are available to race and that this will be their main event for this stage of the season.  In addition to a reserve list being run for those who were unsuccessful, there are several RNTA members paying their own way to join the camp, making it a 15 strong contingent in total. 
Sponsorship
For financial reasons, our main sponsor, PAX, has declined to continue supporting RN Triathlon this season. I am thus on the look out for a new major sponsor to fill the gap and I am currently pursuing several lines. 
As you can see there is plenty of activity in progress to which your support is always welcome.  Please continue to use the website to promote, discuss and share information.

Good luck for the season.  

Regards

David Pollock

Cdr RN

Chairman RN Triathlon Association
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